166	THE FALL OF THE GERMAN REPUBLIC
of the Versailles settlement to admit that the supreme political
justification of it lies in the spirit and method of the German
"national" opposition to it.
The policy pursued by Strescmann has been called the policy
of the gentleman with the weak hand; he himself called it the
"as if" policy, the policy of presuming that, within the limits
set by history to any policy, Germany was both free and able to
pursue an independent policy, and going ahead with it. Of that
policy the lines., though not clear to many of his contemporaries*
were clear enough to him. All were agreed that the treaty burden
having been made definite., the next task was that of getting rid
of it altogether. This is not a "national" or even a "National
Socialist" policy; it was and is the only policy that any German
statesman ever has had, though it has been more or—and gener-
ally—less skilfully applied. The shrill shrieking of the "national"
politicians who asked that application should take the form of
sheer defiance coupled with a diplomacy of bluff and bullying
came from men irresponsible in all senses of the word; it was of
all possible applications that least calculated to attain the end
in view, and it is significant that on gaining political if no other
kind of responsibility they dare not resort to their own pet
application;, but carried on the old application with sheer
servility coupled with a diplomacy of deceit and Uriah Heepism.
The policy., as Strcsemann conceived and applied it, was at
once clear as to its end., and eminently patriotic. It was much
more than a policy of "as if," as he so characteristically termed it.
From 1923 to 1926 the description had a certain wry aptness; by
1927 Germany was indeed a weak Power, but she had acquired
a strength of prestige and a security within the League of Nations
which did enable her to pursue, perhaps not an independent
policy in the old sense, but certainly a policy which was inde-
pendent of foreign pressure. In the frenzied attack on the League
because it was international and so not "national/' the reactionary
character of the nationalist outlook was plainly revealed. Their
hostility was directed against the still inchoate new order. To
Stresemann, on the other hand, the fact that there was a new
order in process of formation was the one guarantee of Germany's

